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eepfakes, voice clones:
elebrities fight Al threat

Experts say India’s legal framework is inadequate to stop the complexity of Al infringements
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content that appears authentic but is
unauthorized, he added.

Similar concerns have surfaced
abroad, with Scarlett Johansson object-

Trai may open up spectrum
auction to non-telecom firms
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sought public views on

whether other entities, like
those providing internet servi-
ces orlarge connected device
networks, should be allowed
tobid for spectrum along with
wireless carriers to ensure
competition during auctions.

I ndia’stelecomregulator has

hile the likes of Aish- ing to Al voice cloning and Cristiano “Apparently, the concern of

warya Rai Bachchan, Ronaldo challenging unauthorized — the Department of Economic

Abhishek Bachchan NFTs (non-fungible tokens)—under-  Affairs is to ensure effective  Aggressive bidding for spectrum has eased since 2021, with most
and Karan Johar scoring the global nature of the prob- ~ competition in the auction  of the airwaves sold near reserve prices.

move court to protect lem. Personality rights violations can  process,” the Telecom Regula-

theirpersonality rights —including their
name,

a ial intelligence (Al) is making it
increasingly difficult todetectand pre-
ventsuch violations.

Al'tools can generate highly convin-
cing deepfake videos and voice clones,
making it difficult to trace and remove
them, especially across multiple plat-
forms. Personality rights violations hurt
celebrities notjust financially but also in
terms of brand equity. Fake endorse-
mentsand unauthorized merchandise
canwipeoutlicensing feesand royalties
worth crores. The counterfeit goods
market is estimated to be 340,000

have a significant and multifaceted
impactonacelebrity'sbrand and mone-
tary value, according to entertainment
industry experts.

“Unauthorized use of their likeness
can create public confusion, falsely
implyinga celebrity'sendorsement ofa
product orservice, which can dilute the
value of their legitimate brand partner-
ships. This directly impacts their earn-
ing potential from official endorse-
ments and licensing deals," said Anu-
pam Shukla, partner, law firm Pioneer
Legal.

"Beyond financial loss, deepfakes and
manipulated content can also cause

tory Authority of India (Trai)
said in a consultation paper
released on Tuesday. Stake-
holders have until 28 October
tosubmit their feedback.
Spectrum sale is shaped by
market forces as well as vari-
ous economic and technologi-
cal factors, such as demand for
telecom services and the num-
ber ofbidders participating in
the auction, according to the
regulator. A higher number of
bidders leads to greater bid-
ding intensity, increasing the
possibility of the spectrum

nomic Affairs, while approving
theauctionresults for the auc-
tionin 2024, had asked the tel-
ecomregulator to examine the
demand and supply dynamics
and explore the possibility of
enhancmg competition and
mitigating oversupply of spec-
trum.

In the upcoming spectrum
auction, Trai is looking at
bringing in spectrum in bands
of 800 MHz, 900 MHz, 1800
MHz, 2100 MHz, 2300MHz,
2500 MHz, 3300 MHzand 26
GHz for auction. Besides, it

adjusted grossrevenue (AGR)
dues worth over 383,400
crore. On 18 September, the
company filed a revised peti-
tion in the Supreme Court
seeking a waiver of penalties
and intereston AGR dues. This
came after the company on 8
September filed a fresh writ
petitionin the Supreme Court
challenging an additional
demand 0f39,450 crore by the
Union government towards
AGR dues.

Besides financial healthand
investment capacity of the

crore. Altools can generate highly convincing deepfake videos and voice clones, makingit ~ irrep elebrity'srepu-  being sold at a alsoplanstoput6 | bidders, the amount of spec-
Thereputational damage canbeeven  difficult to trace and remove them, especially across multiple platforms. istockeroro  tation, goodwill and personal dignity higher auction- Spectrum saleis GHz, 1427-1518 | trumacquired in previousauc-
more severe, Pornographic deepfakes particularly when the content is defa-  determined price  shaped by market MHz, as well as | tionsalsoshapesthe spectrum
ormorphed contentinflictirreparable | their commercial and reputational | by anonymous actors outside Indian | matory, obscene, or misleading,” he ~ compared to the forces as well as 37-40GHzbands | demand, Traisaid, adding that
harm, erode brand exclusivity and can | value,” headded. jurisdiction, said GauravSahay, found- | added. The loss of control over their  base price, Trai  yarious economic  ©n the block. reserve price alone is not the
slash future endorsement fees by Thelegal recourse forsuchviolations | ingpartner, law firm ArthashastraLegal. | own public image is a major blow to  said. and technological A total of over | decisive factorin determining
20-30%. Top Bollywood actorscharge | spans multiple remedies, including Rahul Hingmire, managing partnerat | their brand's integrity and long-term Auctioning 12,000 MHz of | actual demand.
anywhere from35 croretoX10croreper | thoserelated tounfaircompetition, per- | law firm Vis Legis Law Practice, pointed | viability, Shukla said. spectrumorradio factors, the_ spectrum is cur- Inthe June 2024-auction, a
endorsement. formers rights, copyrightand thecon- | out thatcelebritiesarelitigatingagainst |  Even scams, impersonatoraccounts ~ waves that carry ~ fegulatorsaid  ropy unsold in | total of spectrum worth

“The recent legal actions insti-
tuted by Aishwarya Rai Bachchan,
Abhishek Bachchan and Karan

REPUTATION AT RISK

and fake agenciesdivert millions of
followers, weakening trust and
audience engagement, highlighted

mobile signals,
internetand TVis
a key source of government

the traditional
bands, inaddition
to the quantity of spectrum

396,238.45 crore was put on
theblock. Of this, 141.40 MHz
ofairwaves worth only 311,341

Joharsignalagrowingimperativeto  PERSONALITY PORNOGRAPHIC Al now replicates SUCH contentare Namrata Pahwa,anadvocateatthe  revenue. Aggressive bidding | thatwillbebroughtundernew | crore were sold at the reserve
safeguard personality rights in ggr;é;:gg:ag:zg;ﬁty %e;'gﬁgsiggt ent ﬁﬁleenbersl;ya;cgces, I;r?erd :gf,.eé:fl' as Delhi High Court. for spectrum has eased since | bands, according to data | price. The ministry of commu-
India, particularly in light of the  and damage brand inflict irreparable personas, creatinga  replicated, often Brandsare quick to pullbackifa 2021, with most of the air- | shared by DoT with Trai. nications said that nobidding

equity harm complex landscape anonymously made  star'simageislinked todisreputable ~ waves sold near reserve pri- India’s telecom market has | took place in the 800 MHz,

rapid proliferation of generative AI
h

content, even falsely. Additionally,

technologies," said C.A. Bri ,
partner, IPR law firm Remfry &
Sagar. "The violations in question
extend far beyond traditional unautho-
rized image use. We are now witnessing
a more complex landscape involving
algorithmic replication of a celebrity’s
voice, likeness, expressions and per-
sona, assets thatare intrinsically tied to

stitutional rights to privacy and dignity.
Though the courts have recognized
these harms as both commercial loss
and reputational injury, the enforce-
mentiscomplex becauseitisdifficult to
detect such content—replicated end-
lessly across platformsand often created

unauthorized exploitation of their per-
sona—fake websites claiming official
status, sale of merchandise bearing their
images, false endorsements and,
recently, Al-driven misuse.
Deepfakes, cloned voices and chat-
bots add a new dimension—creating

celebrities have to spend crores on
legal teams, monitoringand publicrela-
tions to combat misuse. Each violation
chips away at the credibility and com-
mercial worth of a celebrity’s persona,
sheadded.
Foran extendedversion ofthe story, go
tolivemint.com.

ces—ashift driven by industry
consolidation, high base pri-
ces, and the financial burden
of recent 5G rollouts, accord-
ingtoananalysisby V.J. Chris-
topher, wireless adviserat thc

also become a duopoly domi-
nated by Reliance Jio Info-
comm Ltd and Bharti Airtel
Ltd, with a 75% share by sub-
scribers, pushing Vodafone
Idea Ltd (Vi) to the margin.
i Vi

Department of T

cations (DoT).
The Department of Eco-

awaitsrelief from the govern-
ment on its staggering

2300 MHz, 3300 MHzand 26
GHzbands because the mone-
tization of the 5G spectrum
auctioned in 2022 was still in
progress. In 2022, the carriers
had acquired spectrum worth
over3L5 trillion 0f34.3 trillion
worth of airwaves on the
block, ahead of the 5G launch.
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Government of India has announced the sale (issue) of following dated

security:

Sr.|  Nomenclature Notified amount Earmarked for Retail
No Nominal (inXCrore) | Investors (inXCrore)
1.] New GS 2035 | 32,000 | 1,600

The stock will be sold through Reserve Bank of India, Mumbai Office,
Fort, Mumbai - 400001, as per the terms and conditions spelt out in the
General Notification F.No.4(2)-B(W&M)/2018, dated March 26, 2025
and the Specific Notification issued in this regard.

The auction will be conducted using multiple price method on
October 03, 2025 (Friday). The result will be announced on the same
day and payment by successful bidders will have to be made on
October 06, 2025 (Monday).

Retail investors can participate in the auction on a non-competitive
basis as per the Scheme for non-competitive bidding facility. Individual
investors can also place bids through the Retail Direct portal
(https:#ibiretaildirect.org.in).

For further details, please see press release dated September 29,
2025 on RBI website (www.bi.org.in).

‘Government Stock offers safety, liquidity and attractive returns for
long duration.
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