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caution” from Walmart inves-
tors, who had elevated expecta-
tions coming into this earnings
report, Edward Jones analyst
Brian Yarbrough said in an
interview. It’s also not clear
how retail sales performance
will turn out once government
stimulus wanes, he added.

Still, the company boosted
its full-year outlook for Wal-
mart US-store comparable
sales to as much as 6% from a
previous expectation in the low
single-digits. The company
now expects consolidated net
sales to be slightly positive for
the full year in constant cur-
rency, up from a previous
expectation of a low-single-
digit decline. 

“We feel pretty good about
the back half,” chief financial
officer Brett Biggs said in an
interview. “That’s influenced
by a good start to the year and a
good start to the quarter and
back to school. We’re optimis-
tic.” Back-to-school is a critical
shopping period for retailers
such as Walmart, which largely
missed out last year amid the
widespread use of remote
learning during the coronavi-
rus pandemic. 

Eva Xiao 
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HONG KONG

T
he world’s leading practi-
tioner of state surveillance
is set to usher in a far-reach-
ing new privacy regime.

China’s top legislative
body is expected this week to pass a
privacy law that resembles the world’s
most robust framework for online pri-
vacy protections, Europe’s General
Data Protection Regulation. But
unlike European governments, which
themselves face more public pressure
over data collection, Beijing is
expected to maintain broad access to
data under the new Personal Informa-
tion Protection Law.

The national privacy law, China’s
first, is being reviewed as frustration
grows within the government, and in
Chinese society at large, over online
fraud, data theft and data collection by
Chinese technology giants. The law is
on its third round of reviews, usually
the last before passage.

The law will require any organiza-
tion or individual handling Chinese
citizens’ personal data to minimize
data collection and to obtain prior con-
sent, according to the latest published
draft. It covers government agencies,
though lawyers and policy analysts say
enforcement is likely to be tighter on
the private sector.

While privacy in Europe and the US
is generally understood to mean pro-
tection from both private companies
and the government, in China the gov-
ernment has aligned itself with con-
sumers to fight data theft and privacy
infringement, says Kendra Schaefer, a
partner at Beijing-based consulting
firm Trivium China.

“When the government makes laws

equipped with facial-recognition
technology have proliferated to verify
residents and visitors, complaints
from tenants have spurred local gov-
ernments to take action against prop-
erty managers, such as banning the
collection of biometric data without
consent. Last month, China’s highest
court instructed managers to offer
alternatives for residents who don’t
want to submit to facial recognition.

Others have taken companies to
court. In 2019, Chinese law professor
Guo Bing mounted what was widely
seen as the first legal challenge against
facial-recognition technology, suing a
local zoo for requiring members to
register their faces as part of a new
entrance system. Last November, the
judge ordered the zoo to compensate
Mr. Guo the equivalent of $160 for “the
loss of contractual benefits and trans-
portation costs.” The yearly member-
ship had cost about $210.

Occasionally authorities are the tar-
get of privacy complaints. In the
spring, a mobile application devel-
oped by a bureau within China’s Min-
istry of Public Security to combat
online fraud by screening calls and
messages incited a backlash for col-
lecting data that included identifica-
tion numbers and home addresses.

In the southern city of Shenzhen,
some residents took to China’s Twit-
ter-like Weibo platform to complain
that schools were pushing students
and parents to register for the app, and
vaccination centers in two districts
told The Wall Street Journal by phone
that they had been visited by police
officers to ensure people downloaded
the app before getting their shots.

If app data is leaked, one user wrote
in a review on China’s Apple App
Store, “I can only get plastic surgery,
change my name, change my phone,

and get a fake ID.”
The new draft law bars government

organizations from collecting data
beyond what is needed to perform
“legally prescribed duties.” But that is
unlikely to affect police surveillance
and tracking, said Jeremy Daum, a
senior fellow at the Yale Law School
Paul Tsai China Center. China’s new
law, like its European counterpart,
doesn’t explicitly mention police use.

“The theory is that the government
is there to protect your rights, so it can
be trusted not to violate them—it will
only use your data as necessary for pub-
lic safety,” said Mr. Daum. Whether or
not there are meaningful checks on
that is another matter, he added.

Public safety is a vague and expan-
sive notion in China, affording the
government broad powers to monitor
citizens. In the northwest Xinjiang
region, where a network of intern-
ment camps and prisons has been built
to subdue local ethnic minorities, sur-
veillance cameras are ubiquitous. An
ID swipe and facial scan are needed
just to gas up a car.

The trade-off remains palatable to
many citizens. Deng Yufeng, a Beijing
artist who mapped security cameras in
the capital last November to highlight
their ubiquity, said he could see where
Baidu’s CEO was coming from when
he implied that Chinese people cared
less about privacy that security and
convenience. Indeed, on a personal
level, he said, surveillance cameras
make him feel safer.

“Perhaps, on this Earth, we are will-
ing to sacrifice some of our privacy for
safety,” said the artist. “But that is only
my personal opinion…I don’t repre-
sent the Chinese people.”

Qianwei Zhang and Zhao Yueling
contributed to this article.
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Fresh curbs come as citizens grow concerned over online fraud, data theft and data collection by tech giants

China set to pass one of the 
strictest data-privacy laws

In 2018, Baidu CEO Robin Li said at a high-level forum that Chinese people 

were willing to ‘trade privacy for convenience, safety or efficiency.’ REUTERS

about privacy, it’s not necessarily
restricting its own access,” she said.

The new draft law is a positive devel-
opment in the eyes of Chinese citizens
like Wu Shengwei, a lawyer who sued
a Chinese video-streaming company
last year after it revealed his personal
movie-watching history during a sepa-
rate lawsuit over membership fees.

Such tech giants “believe they can do
whatever they want with user informa-
tion,” Mr. Wu said in an interview.
“This kind of think-
ing is very serious,
very wrong.”

Over the past
year, Chinese regulators have reined
in the tech sector on several fronts,
from antitrust to data security. The
privacy law is expected to be a key
component of the new landscape for
tech companies that had previously
enjoyed largely unfettered access to
user data. It will unify a hodgepodge of
rules, making punishment easier.

“For China’s technology firms, the
era of free data collection and usage in
China—as in, free of responsibilities
and at no cost—is over,” said Winston

Ma, an adjunct professor at New York
University’s School of Law, adding
that the new law, combined with other
regulations, will slow tech companies’
“unencumbered growth.”

The Chinese public has increasingly
called for a tightening of data collec-
tion. For years, loose rules on access-
ing data, combined with pervasive
government surveillance, led some
internet users to describe their online
activity as “running naked.”

In 2018, Robin
Li, the chief execu-
tive officer of Chi-
nese search giant

Baidu Inc., framed the issue bluntly
when he told audience members at a
high-level forum that Chinese people
in many situations were willing to
“trade privacy for convenience, safety
or efficiency.” The comments sparked
controversy at the time, and public
awareness has only grown since then,
say lawyers in China. Mr. Li has since
said that Baidu uses only personal data
that users agree to provide.

In urban residential compounds
around the country, where cameras
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TOKYO

M
aki Kaji, the creator of
the popular numbers
puzzle Sudoku whose

life’s work was spreading the
joy of puzzles, has died, his
Japanese company said Tues-
day. He was 69 and had bile
duct cancer.

Known as the “Godfather of
Sudoku,” Kaji created the puz-
zle to be easy for children and
others who didn’t want to
think too hard. Its name is
made up of the Japanese char-
acters for “number” and “sin-
gle,” and players place the
numbers 1 through 9 in rows,
columns and blocks without
repeating them.

Originally, Sudoku was
called “Suji-wa-Dokushin-ni-
Kagiru,” which translates to,
“Numbers should be single, a
bachelor.”

 Ironically, it wasn’t until
2004 when Sudoku became a
global hit, after a fan from New
Zealand pitched it and got it
published in the British news-
paper The Times. Two years
later, Japan rediscovered its
own puzzle as a “gyakuyunyu,”
or “reimport.” Kaji was chief
executive at his puzzle com-
pany, Nikoli Co., until July and
died 10 August at his home in
Mitaka, a city in the Tokyo
metro area. Maki travelled to
more than 30 countries
spreading his enjoyment of
puzzles. 

Sudoku championships
have drawn some 200 million
people in 100 countries over
the years, according to Tokyo-
based Nikoli. Sudoku was also
never trademarked except
within Japan, driving its over-
seas craze, Nikoli said. “Kaji-
san came up with the name
Sudoku and was loved by puz-
zle fans from all over the
world. We are grateful from
the bottom of our hearts for
the patronage you have shown
throughout his life,” the com-
pany said in a statement. 

Sudoku 
creator 
Maki Kaji 
dies at 69
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W
almart Inc.’s pan-
demic-driven gains
in e-commerce

slowed last quarter and profit
margin fell, raising questions
about the retailer’s ability to
maintain momentum even
after it topped Wall Street’s
sales expectations.

The company’s US online
sales rose 6% in the second
quarter, the company said in a
statement on Tuesday. That
was down from earlier in the
pandemic, when soaring
e-commerce demand routinely
resulted in high double-digit
gains. Online orders contrib-
uted only 0.2% to Walmart’s US
comparable sales gain in the
quarter, compared with 6% a
year earlier.

The deceleration took the
shine off a broadly strong quar-
ter, with a 5.2% gain in the
chain’s US same-store sales,
excluding fuel, topping the 3.1%
average of analysts’ estimates.
Walmart also raised its full-year
sales forecast, in part because of
optimism over the crucial back-
to-school shopping season.

The results muddy the pic-
ture for investors trying to
determine whether the retail
industry’s early pandemic win-
ners will be able to hang on to
gains following last year’s
demand for groceries, home
goods and other items. Home
Depot Inc., which got a similar
boost during the pandemic, fell
short of expectations as it
reported Tuesday.

Walmart was little changed
at 8.29 am in premarket trading
Tuesday in New York, while
Home Depot fell 3.2%. Wal-
mart’s stock rose 4.6% this year
through Monday’s close. 

“There is probably some

Walmart’s slowing 
e-comm, margin 
take shine off gains

Walmart’s US online sales rose 

6% in the second quarter.
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STOP CORONA;Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene

DELHI JAL BOARD, GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OFTHE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER(E&M)-II

WAZIRABADWATERWORKS,TIMARPUR DELHI-110054

PRESS NIT No. 15 (2021-22)/EE(E&M)-II

NIT
No.

Name of work Estimate
cost

Earnest
Money
(Rs.)

Date of release of
tender in e-procurement

solution

Last Date/Time receipt
of tender through

e-procurement solution
15. S.I.T.C. of Submersible P/Set along with

allied (E&M) Equipment at Haiderpur
Water Works for Augmentation of Water
Supply (Re-Invited)

Item Rate Rs.
80500/-

Tender ID
2021_DJB_207147_1

Publish Date 17-Aug-2021
01.00 PM onward

30-Aug-2021
up to

12.15 PM.

NIT along with all terms & conditions is available on DJB website https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER) (Pankaj Rajvanshi)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 292 (2021-22) Executive Engineer (E&M)-II
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